


House of Commons - Canada
Ian McDonald

Deputy Principal Clerk



Introduction

•What is Prism?
•Overview of Prism

–Context
–Examples of how it Prism works

•Conclusion



What is Prism?
• Integrated application to manage information and publish 

core business documents:
– House of Commons

• Journals, Order and Notice Paper, Status of House Business, 
Hansard

– Committees
• Notices, Minutes, Evidence, Reports

– International and Interparliamentary Affairs
• Manage conference activities, business and Memberships of 

Parliamentary Associations, track activities of official parliamentary 
delegations (incoming and outgoing), visit reports

– Bills
• Authoring, publishing and interchange system with partners



What moved us to develop 
PRISM?

• Replace & integrate 9 major environments supporting 
Procedural activities and publishing. 

• Prepare road to be able to respond to future service 
requirements



Prism – Current Context
• Application used by more than 900 users
• includes over 65 modules varying from classical 

record-keeping to sophisticated workflow 
management. 

• uses a mix of technologies including SQL server, 
XML, etc...



Example 1 – Journals
• Journals are the record of decision 

(minutes) of the House of Commons
• What we will see:

– Almost every entry is recorded as an event
– Each event is categorized with an Event Type 

with parameters that can be adjusted by the 
users

– The events + event types are used to calculate 
the appropriate entries and creates the tagged 
XML fragments

















Example 2 – XML in Hansard
• Hansard (edited transcript) of the debates of 

the House of Commons
• Each time a Member speaks it is recorded 

as an Intervention event
• Digital audio is recorded and aligned with 

events
• Transcriber requests unit of work and 

receives outline of events and related audio





Transediting



Transediting



Transediting



Conclusion (1/2)
• Why XML?

– Open standard
– Separate content from container

• Prepare one XML document and render for various  
outputs:

– full web layout
– text layout 
– Print versions (still the de facto official version)

• Prepare for future use



Conclusion (2/2)
• What have been the benefits and 

challenges in the implementation of XML 
and any future plans?
– early adoption meant third party tools were in 

their infancy in 2000
– Benefits: as planned, to be able to offer 

improved services to respond to client requests
• Example: improved web sites for Chamber and 

committee business (new interface, search, 
hypertext in documents)




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Introduction
	What is Prism?
	What moved us to develop PRISM?
	Prism – Current Context
	Example 1 – Journals
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Example 2 – XML in Hansard
	Slide Number 16
	Transediting
	Transediting
	Transediting
	Conclusion (1/2)
	Conclusion (2/2)
	Slide Number 22

