




 

 
 

  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
  

 
  

   

 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR INTERNAL POLICIES 

POLICY DEPARTMENT D: BUDGETARY AFFAIRS 

How to achieve more reliable and transparent
 
accounting systems:
 

How to design European Public Sector
 
Accounting Standards (EPSAS)
 

for a better implementation of the EU budget 

in the Member States?
 

WORKSHOP 

Abstract: 

On 1 October 2015, at the request of the Committee on Budgetary Control, the Policy Department 
for Budgetary Affairs organised a half-day workshop on EPSAS project (European Public Sector 
Accounting Standards) and its implications on the EU budget implementation in the Member 
States. 

Experts from the Commission, ECB, PwC, National Accounting Offices and Ministries presented 
their views on the state of play and challenges for national administrations related to EPSAS 
implementation. 

The aim of this brochure is to disseminate the information shared among the experts during this 
half day. 

This document can not constitute an authentic record of proceedings. The workshop was public 
and live webstreamed. The video record can be found under the following link: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20151001-0900-COMMITTEE-CONT 

03/11/2015 
PE 552.299 EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20151001-0900-COMMITTEE-CONT


 
 

  
    

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

     
   

 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

  

CONTRIBUTING EXPERTS 

Ms Silke Stapel-Weber, DG Eurostat, European Commission 
Mr Alexandre Makaronidis, DG Eurostat, European Commission 
Mr Patrice Schumesch, PricewaterhouseCoopers Belgium 
Ms Julia Catz, European Central Bank 
Mr Óscar Figueiredo, Member of the executive Commission of CNC Accounting standard setter, 
Portugal 
Mr Manuel D. Ortuño Bernabé, Senior Adviser, National Accounting Office, Spain 
Ms Danièle Lajoumard, General Inspector of Finance, Ministry of Finance, France 
Mr Kees Vendrik, Vice President, Court of Audit, Netherlands 
Dr. Karsten Nowak, Audit Director, Court of Auditors, State of Hesse, Germany 
Mr Thomas Müller-Marqués Berger, Chair of Public Sector Group, Federation of European 
Accountants, also partner at Ernest&Young 

RESPONSIBLE ADMINISTRATOR 

Ms Vera Milicevic 
Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 
European Parliament 
B-1047 Brussels 
E-mail: poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu 

LINGUISTIC VERSIONS 

Original: EN 

ABOUT THE EDITOR 

Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support European Parliament's
 
committees and other parliamentary bodies in shaping legislation and exercising democratic
 
scrutiny over EU policies. 

To contact the Policy Department or to subscribe to its newsletter please write to:
 
poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu
 

Manuscript completed in November 2015. 
Brussels, © European Union, 2015. 

This document is available on the Internet at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies 

DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. 

Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorized, provided the source is 
acknowledged and the publisher is given prior notice and sent a copy. 

mailto:poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
mailto:poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu


 



 

 
  

 
 
 

 
  

 

© European Parliament 

© European Parliament 



______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

    
   

  
  

 

 

 

Workshop on "How to achieve more reliable and transparent accounting systems: 

How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better implementation of the EU 


budget in the Member States?" 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


WORKSHOP PROGRAMME  3
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON EPSAS DEVELOPMENTS 7
 
Briefing Paper by Vera Milicevic, Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

BIOGRAPHIES OF SPEAKERS 11
 

PRESENTATIONS 23
 
Presentation by Silke Stapel-Weber and Alexandre Makaronidis 24
 
Presentation by Patrice Schumesch 37

Presentation by Julia Catz 45

Presentation by Óscar Figueiredo 56

Presentation by Manuel D. Ortuño Bernabé 65

Presentation by Danièle Lajoumard 74

Presentation by Kees Vendrik 83

Presentation by Karsten Nowak 90

Presentation by Thomas Müller-Marqués Berger 95
 

ANNEX: CONTACT LIST 101
 

1
 



 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

2
 



______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Workshop on "How to achieve more reliable and transparent accounting systems: 

How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better implementation of the EU 


budget in the Member States?" 


WORKSHOP 

PROGRAMME 


3
 



 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

4
 



______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

             

   
 

             
               

           
 

         
 
 
 

               
 
 
 

               
           

     
 
 

 
 

 
 

Workshop on "How to achieve more reliable and transparent accounting systems: 

How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better implementation of the EU 

budget in the Member States?" 

WORKSHOP ON
 

"HOW TO ACHIEVE MORE RELIABLE AND TRANSPARENT
 

ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS:
 
How to design European Public Sector Accounting
 

Standards (EPSAS) for a better implementation of the
 

EU budget in the Member States?"
 
Rapporteur: Dr Inge Gräßle (EPP) 

Organised by the Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

Thursday, 1 October 2015, from 9:00 to 12:30
 
Altiero Spinelli Building, Room ASP 5G3
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Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

9:00 ‐ 09:10: WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

•	 Welcome and Introduction by MEP Dr Inge Gräßle 
Chair of Committee on Budgetary Control 

* * * 

09:10 ‐ 10:15: PRESENTATION OF EPSAS AND CURRENT STATE OF PLAY 

Chair: Mr Igor Šoltes MEP (GREEN/EFA) 

•	 Ms Silke Stapel‐Weber, Director of National Accounts, prices and key indicators, 
DG Eurostat, European Commission accompanied by 
Mr Alexandre Makaronidis, Head of Task Force EPSAS – European Public Sector 
Accounting Standards, European Commission ‐ DG Eurostat 

•	 Mr Patrice Schumesch, leading partner on the study to inform the impact 
assessment of EPSAS implementation, PricewaterhouseCoopers Belgium 

•	 Ms Julia Catz, Advisor, Macroeconomic Statistics Division, European Central 
Bank 

Open Discussion 

* * * 

10:15 ‐ 12:20: PUBLIC SECTOR IN MEMBER STATES, CHALLENGES FOR NATIONAL 

ADMINISTRATIONS RELATED TO EPSAS IMPLEMENTATION AND ADDED VALUE 

FOR EUROPE 

Chair: Mr Derek Vaughan MEP (S&D) 

•	 Mr Óscar Figueiredo, Member of the executive Commission of CNC (Comissão 
de Normalização Contabilística) ‐ Accounting standard setter, Portugal 

•	 Mr Manuel D. Ortuño Bernabé, Senior Adviser, National Accounting Office, 
Spain 

•	 Ms Danièle Lajoumard, General Inspector of Finance, Ministry of Finance,
 
France
 

•	 Mr Kees Vendrik, Vice President, Court of Audit, Netherlands 
•	 Dr. Karsten Nowak, Audit Director, Court of Auditors, State of Hesse, Germany 
•	 Mr Thomas Müller‐Marqués Berger, Chair of Public Sector Group, Federation of 

European Accountants, also partner at Ernest&Young Germany 

Open Discussion 

* * * 

12:20 ‐ 12:30: CLOSING 

•	 Closing remarks by Dr Inge Gräßle MEP (EPP) and Mr Michael Theurer, MEP 
(ALDE) 
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Briefing 


Background information on EPSAS developments 


Currently, the EU national governments use diverse public sector financial reporting 
practices. The 2012 study by Ernest & Young1 reveals that European government 
accounting arrangements vary widely, ranging from cash-based accounting systems 
through a combination of cash and accrual, towards modified accrual to fully accrual
based2 accounting systems, often with a large number of different accounting standards 
per subsector of government. In addition, there is a great diversity of book-keeping 
systems and very few of the European countries would claim to have a unique accounting 
system for all subsectors of government. 

The Budgetary Framework Directive n° 2011/85/EU recognises the crucial role of EU 
budgetary surveillance of complete and reliable fiscal data, comparable across the Member 
States, in safeguarding Economic and Monetary Union and in helping Member States avoid 
excessive government deficits. 

EU budgetary surveillance is based on ESA 953 accruals data which means that data received 
from Member States that use very diverse accruals or cash-based accounting systems have 
to be converted into accruals through approximations and adjustments involving macro-
based estimates4 . 

Accruals accounting is the only generally accepted information system that provides a 
complete and reliable picture of the financial and economic position and performance of a 
government by capturing, in full, the assets and liabilities as well as revenue and 
expenditure of an entity, over the period covered by the accounts and at the moment they 
are closed. 

1  Overview and comparison of public sector accounting and auditing practices in the 27 EU Member States, Ernest & Young,
 
December 2012.
 
2  Difference between cash-based and accrual-based accounting systems: under cash-based accounting revenue and 

expenditure are reported on the income statement when the cash is received or paid. Under the accrual-based accounting revenue and 

expenditure are reported on the income statement when they are earned and when they arise which often occurs at a different point 

than when the cash is received or when the payment is made.  

3  The former methodological framework (ESA 95) for producing national accounts data was replaced in September 2014 with 

the new European system of accounts (ESA 2010).
 
4  Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament, Towards implementing harmonised public sector
 
accounting standards in Member States, The suitability of IPSAS for the Member States, COM(2013) 114 final.
 

Service: Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs 
Author: Vera Milicevic 
European Parliament 
September 2015 
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Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

For these reasons there was a need for the Commission (Eurostat) to promote a system of 
harmonised accrual-based accounting standards, supporting the quality of ESA data, for all 
entities in the government sector with the aim of providing transparent, comparable and 
reliable financial reporting that can be used for budget surveillance, fiscal monitoring and 
sound decision-making within the EU. 

On the basis of the requirements of Directive 2011/85/EU, in 2012 the European 
Commission launched a public consultation on suitability of IPSAS (International Public 
Sector Accounting standards) which is currently the only internationally recognised set of 
public sector accounting standards. The consultation has shown that the national 
government accounting standards of some Members States are linked to IPSAS, either as a 
model or as a reference. The result of the consultation shows that IPSAS standards cannot 
be easily implemented in EU Member States but they represent an indisputable reference 
for potential EU harmonised public sector accounts. 

According to the Commission, EPSAS could initially be based on the adoption of a set of 
key IPSAS principles and the use of IPSAS standards that were commonly agreed by 
Member States. Furthermore, the Commission has warned that additional conditions 
would have to be met, including strong political support and joint ownership of the 
project, while for those Member States that currently use only cash accounting, the 
implementation of EPSAS accrual accounting would be a major reform. It is 
understandable that the development and adoption of EPSAS standards call for strong EU 
Governance. 

In May 2013, the Commission (Eurostat) organised a conference entitled "Towards 
implementing EPSAS" which was attended by a large number of public sector stakeholders 
and decision-makers who confirmed a broad support for the project. The conference 
discussed the need for EPSAS as well as important practical arrangements such as finance, 
governance and concerns for smaller entities1 . 

In September 2014, Eurostat released a study conducted by PwC on the future 
implementation of EPSAS by EU Member States2. The study analyses the potential costs 
and benefits of implementing EPSAS in the Member States, the suitability of IPSAS for 
developing EPSAS, and it provides proposals for implementation. The study confirms the 
technical suitability of existing IPSAS in general and classifies IPSAS in three categories for 
the future work on EPSAS. The costs are considered as significant and short term, while the 
benefits are sustainable and expected in the medium to long term but are difficult to be 
quantified. Proposals for implementation include a timeline and staged approach, as well 
as the inherent challenges. 

The Commission (Eurostat) is using the PwC study to inform on its staged approach to 
EPSAS and for planning further steps for EPSAS implementation. The latest, most important 
actions by the Commission (Eurostat) include: 

1 http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/conferences/epsas 
2 http://www.pwc.com/gx/en/industries/government-public-services/public-sector-research
centre/publications/implementing-epsas.html 
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Background information on EPSAS developments 

	 the completion of the first call for proposals as a pilot, from December 2014, worth of 
EUR 1.2 million, for Member States public sector standards' setters to carry out a 
preparatory analysis on the modernisation of their accounting systems on an accruals 
basis3, 

	 a call for tender for the supply of statistical services in the field of public sector 
accounting was published on 15 September 2015. The objective of this call for tender is 
to obtain support in the area of public sector accounting and to collect additional and 
updated information related to the potential impact of implementing accruals 
accounting in the public sector, 

	 the first EPSAS working group was held in Malta on 15-16 September 2015 and 
gathered EU representatives of all Member States standards' setters. The objective of 
the Working Group was to provide the Commission (Eurostat) with advice and 
expertise on the preparation of harmonised European public sector accounting and 
general purpose financial reporting standards on an accruals basis. 

	 Eurostat has also set-up a small Cell of experts from 4 Member States to develop 
guidance for the first time implementation of accrual-based opening balance sheets, 
primarily for entities which currently only have cash-based accounts. 

In summary, EPSAS aims to bring financial transparency and comparability of government 
financial accounting and reporting across the EU Member States. National reform efforts so 
far have not delivered these objectives. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/10186/6389624/A4-call-for-proposals.pdf   

Disclaimer 

The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the European Parliament. 

Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorized, provided the source is acknowledged and the 
publisher is given prior notice and sent a copy. 

Contact: poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu 

© European Union, 2015Manuscript completed in September 2015. 

3 

mailto:poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/10186/6389624/A4-call-for-proposals.pdf
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How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better implementation of the EU 

budget in the Member States?" 

Silke STAPEL-WEBER 

Director of National Accounts, prices and key 
indicators, DG Eurostat, European Commission 

Dr. Silke Stapel-Weber’s main responsibilities as director at Eurostat since 2014 include the 
quarterly and annual national accounts, prices and purchasing power parities, balance of 
payments, use and supply and input-output tables and related key indicators. The 
responsibilities cover methodology development, regular data production at EU and Euro 
area level, administrative use of certain data, compliance and quality management as well as 
respective data dissemination and international cooperation. 

Stapel-Weber has over 25 years of experience in official macroeconomic statistics, academia 
and teaching. Over this period she held various positions at the University of Berlin, in the 
Central Statistical Office of the former GDR, in the German Federal Statistical Office, at 
Eurostat and in the publications office of the EU. She represents Eurostat in various 
professional bodies, including the interagency group and in the G20 context. 

Stapel-Weber studied macroeconomic and statistics in Berlin and Novosibirsk. She received 
her PhD for a study on the long-term effects of neglected maintenance and investment on 
the capital base and productivity of an economy, using hedonic methods. She is an elected 
member of the ISI and was nominated co-chair of the ICP technical advisory group at the 
Worldbank (2002-2007). 
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Policy Department D: Budgetary Affairs 

Alexandre MAKARONIDIS 

Head of Task Force EPSAS European Public 
Sector Accounting Standards, DG Eurostat, 
European Commission 

Alexandre Makaronidis, Head of Task Force EPSAS – European Public Sector Accounting 
Standards, European Commission - DG EUROSTAT. 

Alexandre is a graduate of the School of Management at the Ludwig-Maximilians University of 
Munich and holds a Dr.oec.publ. in econometrics from the same University. 

Task Force EPSAS is an entity in charge of the EPSAS project that is leading the Commission's 
work on European Public Sector Accounting Standards. 
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Patrice SCHUMESCH 

Leading partner on the study to inform the impact 
assessment of EPSAS implementation, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Belgium 

Patrice Schumesch is a Brussels-based partner with over 20 years of experience in international 
accounting. He is a Belgian accredited statutory auditor and chairs the PwC Global IPSAS team. 
In this capacity, he is driving PwC’s global IPSAS activities and acts as an accredited IPSAS 
technical expert at an international level within the PwC network. 

Within PwC Belgium, Patrice is leading a team of professionals fully dedicated to providing 
IPSAS and IFRS advice to our clients, and has in this context gained extensive practical 
experience in helping several governments and international organisations, in Europe, Asia 
and Africa, with their accrual accounting and IPSAS conversion projects or in providing regular 
IPSAS advice and trainings to them. Patrice’s experience includes his advisor role to the 
European Commission’s Advisory Committee on Accounting Standards. 

Patrice recently led PwC’s team which assisted the European Commission in conducting a 
study to assess the costs and benefits of EPSAS (European Public Sector Accounting Standards) 
implementation in the European Union and the adequacy of the IPSAS standards as a basis for 
developing EPSAS. The project should contribute to improved fiscal monitoring and 
management of public finances, and enhanced democratic accountability within the EU. 

He has been co-driving the recent PwC global survey on accounting and reporting by 
governments, and led a similar survey for the Asian Development Bank on governments’ 
accounting practices in the Asia-Pacific region. Patrice is the co-author of the IPSAS book 
“IPSAS in a Nutshell - from Principles to Practice” which explains in a clear and user-friendly 
way the key accounting and operational implications of IPSAS adoption. He has issued various 
articles and publications and regularly speaks at conferences on IPSAS and public finance and 
accounting matters. 

Patrice also chairs the IPSAS/EPSAS working group of the Belgian Institute of Accredited 
Auditors and is an active member of the Public Sector Group of the FEE (Federation of 
European Accountants). 

In addition to his role at PwC, Patrice is an associate professor in the department of finance 
and law at HEC Management School - University of Liège, where he teaches international 
accounting and consolidation. 
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Julia CATZ 

Advisor, Macroeconomic Statistics 
Division, European Central Bank 

FILED OF EXPERTISE 

Government finance statistics, national accounts 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

1/10/2011 - present 	 European Central Bank, Macroeconomic Statistics Division 
Adviser 

1/4/2005 – 30/9/2011 	 European Central Bank, Macroeconomic Statistics Division 
Principal Economist Statistician 

1/4/2003 – 31/3/2005 	 European Central Bank, Macroeconomic Statistics Division 
Senior Economist Statistician 

1/1/1998 – 31/3/2003	 CPB Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis 
Scientific Researcher 

1/6/1996 - 31/12/1997	 Statistics Netherlands 
Statistical Analyst 

EDUCATION 

M.A., Economics, Erasmus University Rotterdam, 1996 
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Óscar FIGUEIREDO 

Member of the executive Commission of CNC 
(Comissão de Normalização Contabilística), 
Accounting standard setter, Portugal 

Oscar is a statutory auditor qualified in 1989 and registered in the Portuguese Statutory 
Auditors Institute (Ordem dos Revisores Oficiais de Contas - OROC). 

Member of the Executive Board of OROC (from January 2009). Previously he was a member of 
the Scholarship Committee (2006 to 2008) and a Quality Control Reviewer for the Institute 
(1995 to 2008). 

Member of the Executive Committee of the Portuguese Accounting Standards Board (from 

December 2009) and Coordinator of the Public Sector Accounting Committee (from March 

2013). 

Member of the audit committee of listed and unlisted entities. 


Responsible for the translation into Portuguese of several IFAC technical material for example 
ISAs, Guide to Quality Control for SMPs and Code of Ethics (2010 and 2011), Handbook of 
International Public Sector Accounting Pronouncements (2013). 

Provided training for OROC and similar organizations of the Portuguese Speaking African 
Countries on accounting and audit matters (2010 to 2014). 

Oscar started his professional career as an auditor in Ernst & Young in 1979 and provided 
professional services to both national and international clients until 2006. He was a partner 
within E&Y between 1992 and 2006 and member of the executive board of the Portuguese 
practice from 1998 to 2006. 

Advisor for several consultancy projects in Mozambique and Angola regarding 
implementation of international accounting and auditing standards and support for the newly 
formed professional bodies in those countries. 

Oscar has a degree in Accounting and Management by the Instituto Superior de Contabilidade 
e Administração de Coimbra and Advanced Management Course from the Post-Graduation 
School of Economic and Business Sciences of the Portuguese Catholic University. 
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Manuel D. ORTUÑO BERNABÉ 

Senior Adviser of the National Accounting Office, 
Government Controller's Office, Intervención 
General de la Administración del Estado (IGAE), 
Spain 

OFFICIAL DEGREES 
Member of Public Sector Service in the Superior Public Body of Controllers and Accountants (2008)
 
Degree in Law. Murcia University (1999)
 
Degree in Economics. Murcia Universtiy (1994)
 

PROFFESIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Senior Advisor in the National Accountancy Bureau, of Ministry of Finances and General 

Government (since 2014). 

Chief of Public Corporations national accounts according to European System of Accounts (ESA): 

form 2008 to 2014. 

Chief accountant in the departament of a business (private sector) for seven years (prior 2008). 


COMPLEMENTARY TRAINING 
Course on “Transmisiones patrimoniales y actos jurídicos documentados”. 28 hours. 2014-Instituto 

de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Ley General Presupuestaria”. 28 hours. 2014-Instituto de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

“Curso de Administración Electrónica (on line)”. 30 hours. 2013-Instituto de Administración 

Pública-Madrid. 

Course on “Ley General Tributaria”. 28 hours. 2011-Instituto de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Excel 2007 Básico”. 30 hours. 2011-Subdirección General de RR.HH. del Minhap-Madrid. 

Course on “Contratación del Sector Público”. 28 hours. 2011-Instituto de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Ley General de Subvenciones”. 28 hours. 2010-Instituto de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Análisis práctico del Plan General de Contabilidad. Avanzado”. 28 hours. 2010-Instituto 

de Estudios Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Ley Patrimonio de las Administraciones Públicas”. 28 hours. 2010-Instituto de Estudios 

Fiscales-Madrid. 

Course on “Presupuestación, ejecución y control de Administraciones Públicas”. 30 hours. 2010
Internacional Menéndez Pelayo University-Santander. 

Course on “Francés Modalidad Mixta, Nivel I”. 150 hours. 2010-Cifesal-Ministerio de Economía y 

Hacienda-Madrid.
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Danièle LAJOUMARD 

General Inspector of Finance, Ministry of Finance 
Inspection Générale des Finances, France 

EDUCATION 
Master Degree in public law, University of Paris-I (Panthéon-Sorbonne) 

Certified in Internal Auditing (CIA) and Certified Government Auditing Professional (CGAP), 2009 


CURRENT FUNCTIONS 
Appointed General Inspector of Finance in office at the General Inspectorate of Finances (Since 2002) 

Head of Internal Audit of the ministries of Economy and Finances (since 2013) 

Member of the French Public Accounting Standards Committee (CNOCP) (since 2009),  

Chair of the State Accounting Standards Commission of the French Public Accounting Standards 

Committee (CNOCP) (since 2009), 

Member of the Independent Personalities Group giving an opinion on the Combined French Government 

Financial Statements (since 2014) 

Member of the Independent Authority “Commission des participations et des transferts” (since 2015) 

Chair of IT project “CHORUS” (State budgetary and accounting IT project) (since 2007) 

Member of the “Française des Jeux” Board of Directors (since 2009) 

Chair of the “Française des Jeux” Internal audit Committee (since 2009) 

Member of the “Pôle emploi” Internal audit Committee (since 2011) 

Member of the “Crédit Municipal de Paris” Supervisory Board (since 2013) 

Member of the CEA Board of Directors (since 2014) 

Chair of the CEA Internal audit Committee (since 2014) 


PREVIOUS FUNCTIONS 
Member of the French State Accounting Standards Committee (From 2003 to 2009) 

Chair of the methodological committee on internal audit of the ministries of Economy and Finances (from 

2008 to 2013) 

Member of the Interdepartmental Programme Audit Committee (CIAP) (From 2006 to 2012) 

Member of OECD’s Internal audit Committee (from 2009 to 2014) 

Head of Public Policy General Review audit assignment (from 2007 to 2012) 

President of the Interministerial Committee for the Coordination of Controls – EAGGF Guarantee Section 

(2002-2008) 

Chair of the ACOFA (Central Agency for Agricultural Intervention Funds) Board of Directors (2003-2006) 

Director of Electricité de France Financial Services (2000-2002)  

Special Adviser to the Electricité de France Finance Director (1998-1999).  

Special Adviser to the Electricité de France Financial Department’s Accounts Director (1994-1999).  

Appointed Inspector of Finance in office at the General Inspectorate of Finances (1989 -1994). 

Public Treasury Controller, then Inspector, then Auditor (1976–1989)  


HONOURS AND DECORATIONS 
Officer of the French Order Légion d’Honneur 
Officer of the French Order Ordre national du Mérite 
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Kees VENDRIK 

Vice-president of the Netherlands Court of Audit, 
The Netherlands 

Mr Kees Vendrik, born in Nijmegen on 30 January 1963, joined the Court of Audit's Board on 
15 April 2011. 

Before becoming a Member of the Netherlands Court of Audit, he was a Member of the 
House of Representatives for GroenLinks (the Green Party). From May 1998 until June 2010 
he was the spokesman of GroenLinks on issues including government expenditure, health, 
pensions and the environment. He had previously served from 1993 to 1998 as programme 
manager/head of political programming at the De Balie political and cultural centre in 
Amsterdam. Prior to that he had been a financial policy officer at the Ministry of the 
Environment and a socio-economic policy officer for the PSP/GroenLinks parliamentary 
party. 

Mr Vendrik studied political science at the University of Nijmegen and the University of 
Amsterdam. 
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budget in the Member States?" 

Karsten NOWAK 

Director, Hessian Court of Auditors, Hessischer 
Rechnungshof, Germany 

Karsten Nowak is Director and Head of the Policy Department at the Hessian Court of 
Auditors. He is responsible for the execution of internal and external accounting, controlling 
tasks as well as profitability analyses. Further, the evaluation and analysis of special economic 
issues and product budgeting belong to his responsibilities as well as the publication of the 
observations of the Hessian Court of Auditors and the audit of the consolidated financial 
statement of the state of Hesse. He is also a member of the working group “budget and 
policy issues” of the German Federal Court of Auditors and Regional Courts of Auditors. 

From 2000 until 2003, Karsten Nowak worked for a listed electric utility as a management 
consultant. In his position he conceptualized a value-based controlling system, which he 
later implemented throughout the group. Above that he was responsible for the strategic 
corporate development. In the years from 1996 to 2000 Karsten Nowak undertook his 
doctor‘s degree at Mannheim University. Thereby, he worked as a research associate at the 
faculty of business administration, particularly auditing and corporate governance. In 2000 
he received his doctoral degree in the field of “market-oriented valuation”. 

At the University of Cooperative Education (IBA) in Darmstadt, Karsten Nowak teaches the 
subjects “Controlling” and “Accounting”. Additionally, he holds lectures at the Goethe 
University in Frankfurt am Main in the field of “Public Sector Accounting”. 

He further fosters the ongoing debate on public sector controlling and budgeting as well as 
the international discussion about the harmonization of European Public Sector Accounting 
Standards (EPSAS). 
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Thomas MÜLLER-MARQUÉS BERGER 

Chair of Public Sector Group Federation of 
European Accountants (FEE), partner and Global 
IPSAS Leader at Ernest & Young, Germany 

Thomas Müller-Marqués Berger is with Ernst & Young since more than 20 years. He is a 
partner at Ernst & Young GmbH and serves as the firm's Global Head of International Public 
Sector Accounting. 

Since 2013 he represents EY at the Global Public Sector Leaders (GPSL) Group at IFAC. 

Mr. Müller-Marqués Berger has been a member of the International Public Sector 
Accounting Standards Board from January 2009 until December 2014. He has been a 
member of the IFAC Public Sector Steering Committee on social policy obligations in 
2003/2004. He continues to serve as a member of selected IPSASB Task Forces. 

Since 2003, he has been a member of Public Sector Committee of the Fédération des 
Experts Comptables Européens (FEE) and has served as Chair since 2011. 

He is also a member of the German Public Sector Committee with the IDW since 2002. 

In 2010/2011, Mr. Müller-Marqués Berger served as one of 3 members globally in the DAS 
Think Tank of the European Court of Auditors. He covered the area “Audit Methodology 
for the EC IPSAS Accounts”. 

Since 2013, Mr. Müller-Marqués Berger is a member of the European Accounting Advisory 
Board of the European Commission. 

Currently, he is the Representative of the European Accountancy Profession (FEE) at the 
European Commission/ EUROSTAT “EPSAS” Task Forces. 

Mr. Müller-Marqués Berger has intensively published on the subject of Public Sector 
Accounting. He is the author of “IPSAS explained” which was published in its 2nd edition in 
2012. 

Finally, Thomas Müller-Marqués Berger has provided Presentations, Speeches and 
Training on International Public Sector Accounting in numerous countries globally. 
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WORKSHOP on 

"HOW TO ACHIEVE MORE RELIABLE AND TRANSPARENT ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS: 
How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better 

implementation of the EU budget in the Member States?" 
Thursday, 1 October 2015 – Brussels, European Parliament 

"List of invited Experts" 

Panel I — 09:10 ‐ 10:15: Presentation of EPSAS and current state of play 

NAME PHOTOGRAPH FUNCTION/COMPANY ADDRESS 

Director of National Accounts, 
prices and key indicators 
DG Eurostat, European Commission 

Ms Silke 
Phone:+352 4301 35586 

STAPEL‐WEBER 

Email: Silke.Stapel@ ec.europa.eu 

European Commission 
Eurostat ‐Directorate C 
Bâtiment Joseph Bech 
Office BECH E2/833 
5, Rue Alphonse 
Weicker 
L‐2721 Luxembourg 
LUXEMBOURG 

Mr Alexandre
 
MAKARONIDIS
 

Mr Patrice 
SCHUMESCH 

Head of Task Force EPSAS 
European Public Sector Accounting 
Standards 
European Commission ‐ DG Eurostat 

Phone: +352 4301‐34792 

Email: 
alexandre.makaronidis@ec.europa.eu 

Leading partner on the study to inform 
the impact assessment of EPSAS 
implementation 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Belgium 

Phone: +32 (0)2 710.40.28 

Email: patrice.schumesch@be.pwc.com 

European Commission 
Eurostat 
Bâtiment Joseph Bech 
Office BECH B4/405 
5, Rue Alphonse 
Weicker 
L ‐ 2721 Luxembourg 
Luxembourg 

PricewaterhouseCoope 
rs Woluwegarden 
Woluwedal 18 
B‐1932 Brussels 
BELGIUM 

Advisor, Macroeconomic Statistics 
Division, European Central Bank 

Phone: +49 69 1344 0 (ECB Switchboard) 

Email: julia.catz@ecb.int 

European Central Bank 
Directorate General 
Statistics 
Macroeconomic 
Statistics Division 
D ‐ 60640 Frankfurt am 
Main 
GERMANY 

Ms Julia CATZ 
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WORKSHOP on 

"HOW TO ACHIEVE MORE RELIABLE AND TRANSPARENT ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS: 
How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better 

implementation of the EU budget in the Member States?" 
Thursday, 1 October 2015 – Brussels, European Parliament 

"List of invited Experts" 
Panel II — 10:15 ‐ 12:20: Public sector in Member States, challenges for national 
administrations related to EPSAS implementation and added value for Europe 
NAME PHOTOGRAPH FUNCTION/COMPANY ADDRESS 

Mr Óscar 
FIGUEIREDO 

Member of the executive Commission 
of CNC (Comissão de Normalização 
Contabilística) 
Accounting standard setter 
Portugal 

Phone:+351 937 283 970 

Email: oscar.figueiredo@sapo.pt 

CNC 
Rua Braamcamp, n.º 
90 ‐ 8º piso 
PT ‐ 1250 ‐ 052 Lisboa 
PORTUGAL 

Mr Manuel D. 
ORTUÑO 
BERNABÉ 

Senior Adviser of the National 
Accounting Office, the Government 
Controller's Office 

Intervención General de la 
Administración del Estado (IGAE) 
Spain 
Phone: +34 91 536 70 76 

Email: MDOrtuno@igae.minhap.es 

IGAE ‐ Oficina 
Nacional de 
Contabilidad 
C/ María de Molina, 
50 
E‐28006 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Ms Danièle
 
LAJOUMARD
 

General Inspector of Finance, Ministry 
of Finance 
Inspection Générale des Finances 
France 

Phone: +33 (0)1 53 18 19 77 

Email: 
daniele.lajoumard@igf.finances.gouv. 
fr 

Inspection Générale 
des Finances (IGF) 
139, Rue de Bercy 
Bâtiment Colbert  ‐
Pile 8 
Téledoc 335 
F ‐ 75572 Paris Cedex 
12 
FRANCE 

Vice President of the Netherlands Algemene 
Court of Audit Rekenkamer 
The Netherlands Postbus 20015 

NL ‐ 2500 EA Den Haag Phone: +31 70 342 41 32 Mr Kees VENDRIK THE NETHERLANDS 
Email: k.vendrik@rekenkamer.nl 
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How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for a better 

implementation of the EU budget in the Member States?" 
Thursday, 1 October 2015 – Brussels, European Parliament 

"List of invited Experts" 
Panel II — 10:15 ‐ 12:20: Public sector in Member States, challenges for national 
administrations related to EPSAS implementation and added value for Europe 

NAME PHOTOGRAPH FUNCTION/COMPANY ADDRESS 

Director 
Hessian Court of Auditors 
Hessischer Rechnungshof 
Germany 

Phone: +49 (0) 6151 381‐108 

Email: 
karsten.nowak@rechnungshof.hessen 
.de 

Mr/Dr Karsten 
NOWAK 

Hessischer 
Rechnungshof 
Dolivostrasse 17 
G ‐ 64293 Darmstadt 
GERMANY 

Mr Thomas 
MÜLLER‐
MARQUÉS 
BERGER 

Chair of Public Sector Group 
Federation of European Accountants 
(FEE) 
Also partner and Global IPSAS Leader 
at Ernest&Young 
Germany 
Phone 
+49 711 9881 18034 (E&Y) 

+32 2 893 33 60 (FEE Secretariat) 
Email: 
thomas.mueller‐
marques.berger@de.ey.com (E&Y) 

secretariat@fee.be (FEE) 

reception@fee.be (FEE) 

Ernst & Young GmbH 
Wirtschaftsprüfungsge 
sellschaft 
Mittlerer Pfad 15 
70499 Stuttgart 

Federation of 
European Accountants 
(FEE) 
Avenue d'Auderghem, 
22‐28/8 
B‐1040 Brussels 
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