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Some Introductory Remarks 

 

The following bibliography on violence in Latin America and the Caribbean presents an 
overview about the recently published literature in this academic field. Violence 

research in Latin America has made great progress since the extent of violence is 
enormous. No other region of the world knows for example higher homicide rates nor 
has it such a variety of violence as the Latin American countries. Political violence, 
guerilla movements and civil wars, bloody revolutions, brutal dictatorships, domestic 

violence, criminal violence, and youth violence are all well known throughout history. 
Therefore, efforts to cope with the intellectual output and to overlook the differentiated 
discussions become ever more difficult. The bibliography wants to alleviate the access 
to central topics and questions related to the problem of violence in Latin America.  

Originally, the bibliography was compiled for an article published in the “International 
Journal of Conflict and Violence” on violence research in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (IJCV, Vol. 5 (1) 2011, pp. 87–153 > http://www.ijcv.org/index.php/ijcv). Due 
to reasons of space it is now published separately as a documentation of important 

literature. Although the bibliography mainly includes books and articles published after 
the year 2000, it is voluminous but far from complete. Comments on important but 
missing literature are highly welcome. 

In the bibliography, mainly books and articles in journals are cited; articles in books are 

listed only if the book is not entirely dedicated to the topic of violence. The bibliography 
starts with general literature on violence in Latin America. It goes on in a regional 
perspective dealing with Mexico and the Caribbean Basin, Central America, Colombia, 
Venezuela, the Andean countries (Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru), Brazil, and the Cono Sur 

States (Argentina, Chile, Uruguay) respectively. This organization should make it 
easier to identify specific literature for each country. 
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